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consequence. He showed himself calm and tranquil
at the loss of Urbino, telling Macchiavelli that he
"had not forgotten the way to reconquer it," when
it should suit him. Of the revolted .condottieri he
contemptuously said that he accounted them fools
for not having known how to choose a more favourable
moment in which to harm him, and that they would
presently find such a fire burning under their feet
as would call for more water to quench it than such
men as these commanded.
Meanwhile, the success of those rustics of Urbino
who had risen, and the ease of their victories, had
fired others of the territory to follow their example.
Fossombrone and Pergola were the next to rebel and
to put the Borgia garrisons to the sword; but, in their
reckless audacity, they chose their moment ill, for
Michele da Corella was at hand with his lances, and,
although his orders had been to repair straight to
Pesaro, he ventured to depart from them to the
extent of turning aside to punish the insurgence of
those towns by launching his men-at-arms upon
them and subjecting them to an appalling and pitiless
sack.
When Cesare heard the news of it and the details
of the horrors that had been perpetrated, he turned,
smiling cruelly, to Macchiavelli, who was with him,
and invited him to observe that "the constellations
this year seem unfavourable to rebels."
A battle of wits was engaged between the Floren-
tine Secretary of State and the Duke of Valentinois,
each mistrustful of the other. In the end Cesare, a
little out of patience at so much inconclusiveness.